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    Timely coverage of civil jury

verdicts in South Carolina including
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attorneys and results. 

Gas Station Negligence - The

plaintiff and her daughter were

doused with gasoline and suffered

related chemical toxicity exposure

symptoms when a gas pump at a

Circle K convenience store allegedly

malfunctioned – the gas station

replied there was no knowledge of a

defect with the gas pump and it had

been used without incident many

times on that day and the day

before

Scott v. Circle K, 2020-CP-08-1191

Plaintiff: J. Seth Whipper and Cheryl 

Whipper Hamilton, Whipper Law

Firm, North Charleston

Defense: Ryan C. Holt and Mary C. 

Eldridge, Sweeny WIngate & Barrow,

Columbia

Verdict: Defense verdict on liability

Court: Berkeley

Judge:  Roger M. Young, Sr.

Date: 5-24-26

    LaToya Scott, then age 32, was a

patron on 10-7-17 at a Circle K

convenience store (No. 1528 on N.

Main Street in Summerville) and she

was getting gas at Pump No. 9. It’s a

busy store near I-26 and is open 24

hours a day. Scott had parked her

2015 Honda Accord sedan and left

the door open as she pumped the

gas. Her daughter (Zacora, age 11 at

the time) was a front seat passenger.
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million) could pay it. The court did

apply set-off of $40,000 resulting in a

final judgment against Chapman in

the sum of $237,417.

    Chapman has since taken an

appeal. The parties filed their

appellate briefs and oral arguments

were heard recently on April 6, 2026.

Chapman’s legal team was joined in

the appellate process by Bradford N.

Martin and Laura W.H. Teer,

Bradford Martin & Associates,

Greenville. The appeal (Chapman

Dental v. Katchick, 2024-000931) is

ripe for decision. The closing

arguments in the first phase of the

trial are contained in the “Partial

Appellate Record” linked below.

Plaintiff’s closing is pages 714-737,

defendant arguing from pages 738-

754.

Case Documents:

Complaint

Defense Summary Judgment Motion

Plaintiff Summary Judgment

Response

Summary Judgment Order

Jury Verdict

Final Judgment

Defense Motion for a New Trial

Plaintiff New Trial Response

Order Denying New Trial

Appellant Brief (Chapman)

Appellee Brief (Katchick)

Appellate Record (Partial)

Medical Negligence - A teenage

girl collapsed at her high school PE

class and died of a previously

undiagnosed cardiac condition – 34

months earlier she’d seen a

pediatric cardiologist with

complaints of syncopic (fainting)

events, the doctor diagnosing her

with hyperventilation and clearing

her to return to sports – the girl’s

estate (representing her mother)

sued the physician and sought sums

for her substantial grief and after a

complex litigation course, the case

resulted in a $30,000,000 verdict –

because the jury found the doctor

grossly negligent, the trial court did

not impose the $2.4 million

Charitable Funds Act limit (there

were two occurrences) and entered

the judgment against him for the

full sum – the med mal case is on

appeal and concurrently the doctor

is pursuing a bad faith claim

against his med mal insurer which

was set for a jury trial this June, but

was continued by the Supreme

Court to consider if the bad faith

case should be stayed pending the

appeal of the underlying med mal

case

Price v. Trant et al, 2022-CP-33-00362

Plaintiff: Ellis R. Lesemann and J. 

Taylor Powell, Lesemann & Associates,

Charleston and Brad C. Richardson,

Conway

Defense: J. Boone Aiken, III and 

Joseph P. McLean, Aiken Bridges

Elliott Tyler & Saleeby, Florence

Verdict: $30,000,000 for plaintiff

Court: Marion

Judge:  R. Ferrell Cothran, Jr.

Date: 11-8-24

The above heading represents the style of

the Med Mal case. The Bad Faith case is

described later in the report.

    Taylor Prince, then 12, was playing

basketball at Palmetto Middle School

(Marion County, SC) when she

suffered a syncope/near syncope

event on 1-14-18. She fell and had

shortness of breath. Her mother,

Demetrice Utley, herself a practicing

LPN, took the girl to the ER at CHS

Florence. She was diagnosed with

hyperventilation. Price followed up

with her PCP a few weeks later and

reported a second syncopic event in

the interim.

    Price had a third syncope event on

12-12-18 that included vomiting. At

this time she had an echocardiogram

that was alarming. It suggested a

right bundle block in her heart. In

response to this, her PCP made a

pediatric cardiology referral to Dr.

Charles Trant in Florence. He was an

employee of McLeod Pediatric

Associates (MPA II).

    Price saw Trant on 1-24-19 in his

office. She’d since had a fourth

syncopic event. At this medical visit

Trant didn’t order any tests. There

was no echocardiogram, EKG,

cardiac MRI, a Halter monitor was

not installed, nor was there a stress

test or cardiac catheterization. Trant

also did not review the prior medical

records including the December

echocardiogram. Trant made a

diagnosis that the girl was

hyperventilating. He recommended

she change her breathing patterns

including breathing in a bag as well

as encouraging her to hydrate. Trant

also cleared Price for sports, PE and

cheerleading. This was the only time

Trant ever saw Price.

    Moving forward 34 months to the

seminal event in this tragic case,

Price, now 16 and a junior at Mullins

High, was in her third period ROTC

class on 12-17-21. It was a Friday and

the presiding Major Prograis was

letting the kids play basketball in the

https://juryverdicts.net/KatchickCom.pdf
https://juryverdicts.net/KatchickDSJ.pdf
https://juryverdicts.net/KatchickPSJResp.pdf
https://juryverdicts.net/KatchickPSJResp.pdf
https://juryverdicts.net/KatchickSJO.pdf
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https://juryverdicts.net/KatchickPResponseMotNT.pdf
https://juryverdicts.net/KatchickOrderNewTrialDenied.pdf
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https://juryverdicts.net/KatchickPartialAppellateRecord.pdf
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The entrance to the shopping center near the Speedway gas station

Notable Settlements

Negligent Security - The

plaintiff (a bicyclist who had just

made a late night visit to a

Speedway gas station for snacks)

was murdered by a third-party

assailant as the bicyclist rode on a

nearby shopping center access road

– the estate of the plaintiff (age 19

and an immigrant working on a

visa at Hilton Head hotel) settled a

negligent security claim against the

shopping center for $1,000,000 after

the defense motion for summary

judgment was denied

Gonzalez v. Northridge Plaza, 

2024-CP-07-00400

Plaintiff: Brian C. Mickelsen and 

Daniel R. Dalton, Mickelsen Dalton,

Charleston

Defense: Stephen L. Brown and 

William A. Dennis, Jr., Clements

Rivers, Charleston

Settled: $1,000,000 for plaintiff

Court: Beaufort

Judge:  James J. Wegmann

Date: 4-24-26

    Brenier Gonzalez, age 19 and a

Columbian immigrant working on a

visa at Hilton Head hotel, rode his

bicycle late on the night of 11-15-22

to a Speedway gas station. It is

located on the north side of the

island by the airport at 421 Hilton

Head Parkway. The gas station is

adjacent to the shopping center,

Northridge Plaza. Northridge Plaza

has an entrance which leads into the

Speedway.

    Gonzalez set his bicycle by the

door to the Speedway and went

inside. He bought muffins and

cigarettes. There were two young

men loitering in the area. One

followed Gonzalez in and then back

out. Gonzalez got back on his bike 

and rode away. He was on a live

video call with his girlfriend.

    A moment later one of the two

third-party criminals attacked

Gonzalez. The assailant (Nayquan

“Switch” Gadson) fatally shot

Gonzalez in the neck and then

robbed him of cash. Gonzalez’s body

was found an hour later. Switch and

his associate fled South Carolina.

Ultimately they were identified and

charged with crimes. The associate

pled guilty and was given a five-year

sentence. Switch was convicted of

murder in August of 2025

(Gonzalez’s girlfriend identified him

from the video call) and received a

life sentence.

    This report concerns the civil case

pursued by Gonzalez’s estate

(representing his parents) against

Northridge Plaza. A negligent

security theory was presented that

the shopping center had a long

history of criminal behavior on its

premises including armed robbery,

assault, fights, drugs, shooting,

burglaries and other disturbances.

An identified human factors expert,

Stephanie Borzedowski, Charleston,

analyzed the safety of the facility and

focused on a lack of security and

lighting.

    Northridge Plaza denied

responsibility for the third-party

murder and argued that the decedent

was a trespasser on its property as all

the businesses were closed as

Gonzalez drove on the access road.

Northridge Plaza also denied there

was a history of criminality that

could lead to the imposition of

liability noting most of the criminal

complaints were linked to a tenant,

Mickey’s Bar, which had been gone

for several years before this incident.

    Northridge Plaza moved for

summary judgment and argued it

owed no duty. Judge Marvin Dukes,

III denied the motion on 12-12-25. A

few months later the parties settled

the matter for $1,000,000. Judge

James J. Wegmann signed off on the

settlement which included a 40%

contingency attorney fee. The

proceeds were approved as follows:

Attorney Fee: $400,000

Expenses: $15,577

Net to Parents: $584,422

Case Documents:

Complaint

Defense Summary Judgment Motion

Plaintiff Summary Judgment

Response

Plaintiff Expert Report

Order Approving Settlement

https://juryverdicts.net/GonzalezPCom.pdf
https://juryverdicts.net/GonzalezPDSJ.pdf
https://juryverdicts.net/GonzalezPSJResp.pdf
https://juryverdicts.net/GonzalezPSJResp.pdf
https://juryverdicts.net/GonzalezPExpertBorzedowski.pdf
https://juryverdicts.net/GonzalezPOrderApproveSettle.pdf


July 2026                                                                     1 SCJVR 7                                                                      32 

Notable and Interesting Complaints

An at-a-glance look at interesting and notable complaints recently filed in South Carolina courts

(The case number is the hyperlink to the complaint – complaints sorted by jurisdiction)

Premises Liability - Plaintiff tripped on dog food on the floor

and broke her ankle

Bates v. Dollar General, 

2026-CP-02-01317

Plaintiff: D. Nathan Hughey, Hughey Law Firm, 

Mt. Pleasant

Date: 5-21-26

Court: Aiken

Premises Liability - Plaintiff slipped on black ice at Public

parking lot

McCall v. North Augusta Plaza, 

2026-CP-02–1371

Plaintiff: Brandon J. Boyle, Morgan & Morgan, 

North Charleston

Date: 5-27-26

Court: Aiken

School Negligence - Plaintiff assaulted by classmates at an

after-school dance

Cheatham v. Horse Creek Academy, 

2026-CP-02-01293

Plaintiff: Tyler D. Bailey, Bailey Law Firm, Columbia

Date: 5-18-26

Court: Aiken

Food Server Negligence - Hot coffee passed through drive-

thru to the plaintiff at a chicken restaurant

Fay v. Bojangles, 

2026-CP-04-01307

Plaintiff: Brent Kaufman, Monge & Associates, 

Atlanta, GA

Date: 5-14-26

Court: Anderson

Highway Negligence (Wrongful Death) - Plaintiff killed in an

accident blamed on water that ponded on a bridge

Rice v. SC Department of Transportation, 

2026-CP-04-01225

Plaintiff: Ashlee Edwards Aughtry, Dunaway Law 

Firm, Anderson

Date: 5-8-26

Court: Anderson

Medical Negligence - Vascular surgeon blamed for stent error

that led to a brain injury

Sharp v. George, 

2026-CP-04-01323

Plaintiff: E. Kimberly Berry, Mooneyham Berry, 

Greenville

Date: 5-15-26

Court: Anderson

Premises Liability - Security guard at a college stepped in a

hole responding to a call at the President’s residence and

sustained an injury

Gary v. Voorhees College, 

2026-CP-05-00102

Plaintiff: Matthew O. King, Wigger Law Firm, 

North Charleston

Date: 5-15-26

Court: Bamberg

Dram Shop - Plaintiff killed after being struck by a drunk

driver who consumed alcohol at several bars

Randall v. Crybabies et al, 

2026-CP-07-01197

Plaintiff: Zachary F. Stohr, Roden Law Firm, Charleston

Date: 5-6-26

Court: Beaufort

Premises Liability - Slip and fall at a donut store

Owens v. Dunkin Donuts, 

2026-CP-07-01264

Plaintiff: W.A. “Trip” Lawton, III, Estill

Date: 5-12-26

Court: Beaufort

Dogbite - Hotel guest bitten by another patron’s dog

Nesbitt v. Candlewood Suites, 

2026-CP-07-01132

Plaintiff: Allison Fultz, Charleston

Date: 5-1-26

Court: Beaufort

https://juryverdicts.net/AndersonJessieWhite.pdf
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A news report on the Zedaker v. Kim Lighting jury verdict

Historic South Carolina

Verdict

A look back at older South Carolina

jury verdicts (sometimes more than

100 years old) both historical and

occasionally historic. 

Products Liability - The

plaintiff was electrocuted (along

with three others) in a wading pool

incident that was blamed on the

faulty installation of a fountain –

the jury awarded the estate $200,000

in compensatory damages and

$250,000 more in punitives, the case

later settling on appeal for $150,000

Zedaker v. Kim Lighting, 

Plaintiff: Sam Svalina, Beaufort

Defense: John Linton and Bobby 

Hood, Sinkler Gibbs & Simons,

Charleston

Verdict: $450,000 for plaintiff

Court: Beaufort

Judge:  Wade Weatherford

Date: August 11, 1979

    There was a devastating tragedy

on the evening of June 26, 1978

(almost 50 years ago exactly) on

Hilton Head Island. It occurred at

the Mariners Cove Club. It is an

apartment complex located at the

foot of the James Byrne Bridge (U.S.

278.) Several residents had gathered

for a going away party for a friend

(an attorney, Cynthia Zeliff) who

was going to take a job in Raleigh.

The attendees included James

Zedaker, age 37 and a commercial

fisherman.

    The party had a drink or two and

in their swimsuits, they headed to a

one-foot deep wading pool at the

complex. It had a light fixture

manufactured by Kim Lighting of

Los Angeles, CA which was

described as a leading manufacturer

of such products. Apparently a light

in the fixture had broken and the

wiring was eroded. As the party

entered the wading pool, three were

fatally electrocuted. A fourth was

killed as she tried to render aide. A

teenage boy witnessed it all and the

victims seemed to just step into the

pool and fall backwards.

    This litigation followed. The

estates of the four decedents all

pursued claims against a variety of

defendants. There would be a single

jury trial that resulted. It was

Zedaker’s estate (brought by his

parents) that came to trial against

Kim Lighting and two local electrical

firms. The focus of the plaintiff’s

claim was the fountain had negligent

installation instructions. The plaintiff

sought damages of $5,000,000. Kim

Lighting replied that the accident

had nothing to do with the

installation. The proof at trial was

highly technical and included several

expert witnesses.

    The trial was conducted over six

days. The jury deliberated for six

hours on a Saturday. It returned a

mixed verdict that exonerated the

two electricians. However it found

against Kim Lighting and awarded

the estate $450,000. That represented

compensatory damages of $200,000

and $250,000 more in punitive

damages. A motion for a new trial

was denied two months later. The

verdict would be $2.05 million in

2026 dollars.

    A local report indicates that the

presiding judge (Weatherford)

engaged in an interesting prior

restraint on the media. He told

reporters from the Savannah paper

(upon an objection from Svalina

representing the estate) that they
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