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Employment Contract

(University) - A tenured

transportation engineering

professor at Mississippi State

alleged he was fired in violation of

his contract – he is also separately

pursuing civil rights claims related

to his termination in federal court,

this state court case advancing to a

jury trial on a parallel track, while

the federal case is still pending as

the university’s summary judgment

motion is pending there

Zhang v. Mississippi State University, 

23-441

Plaintiff: Grafton E. Bragg, 

BraggLaw, Ridgeland and Derrick S.

Godfrey, Godfrey Law, Ridgeland

Defense: Charles E. Winfield and 

Ashlyn B. Matthews, The Winfield

Law Firm, Starkville

Verdict: $493,000 for plaintiff

Court: Hinds

Judge:  Adrienne Wooten

Date: 3-27-26

    Dr. Li Zhang, who is of Chinese

origin, started working as a professor

in 2005 in the engineering

department at Mississippi State

University in Starkville. Zhang

received tenure in 2021. His expertise

is in transportation engineering with

a focus on traffic simulation. In

recent years Zhang had concerns

about the quality of the students.

Many were failing a preliminary

engineering exam and there were

numerous honor code violations.

    Moving forward to December of

2021, Zhang was dealing with

personal challenges. His son had a

rare form of autism and had moved

to Brandon for treatment. Zhang

made the two-hour commute every

day to campus. He also suffered a

disc condition and underwent a

surgical repair in December.

    The case was very fact dense but

returning in 2022, Zhang was

delayed (because of his injury and

other personal issues) in grading

papers. He’d become frustrated with

the process and emailed his students.

MSU bigwigs believed that email

was hostile. Ultimately (there was a

long course of interactions and the

record was voluminous) the

university instituted a process to

terminate Zhang. This wasn’t a quick

process because he had tenure.

    Zhang received the termination

letter in February of 2024. MSU cited

student complaints, irregular

grading and a decline in his research,

among other things. A three-day

hearing was conducted in March of

2025. The vote was 4-3 to terminate.

That decision would become final on

2-28-26. At this time Zhang was let

go and has since separated from the

university. Zhang had complaints

about how the hearing was

conducted, the constitution of the

panel of hearing officers and the

maintenance of the hearing file.

    In the interim from the problems

in the Spring of 2022 through the

February 2026, Zhang filed two

lawsuits. The first was in federal

court in Aberdeen, Zhang v.

Mississippi State, 1:23-71, in May of

2024. He alleged a variety of counts

including disability discrimination as

well as national origin and race

discrimination. Zhang also asserted
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 An excerpt (pp. 194-195) from our publisher’s book, The Thin Thirty (2007) that recounts the 1962 UK football team and which

describes Gov. Barnett’s appearance in Jackson for the Ole Miss-UK football game

Wrongful Death - A young

mother was killed in a collision

with a pick-up truck on a rainy road

– a jury in Brandon awarded a then-

record verdict of $50,000 ($525,000

today) in May of 1964 – the

plaintiff’s legal team included Gov.

Ross Barnett who just months

before had ended his “I Love

Mississippi” gubernatorial term

that culminated in the riots on the

Ole Miss campus

Coker v. Gilchrist Trucking,

Plaintiff: George McClintock and 

Ross Barnett, Jackson

Defense: H.H. Goodman, Jr. and 

W.E. McIntyre, Brandon

Verdict: $50,000 for plaintiff

Court: Rankin

Judge: O.H. Barnett

Date: May 9, 1964

    Edna Coker, age 36, was a

passenger in a vehicle driven by her

husband, Fred, on 7-18-63. They

traveled on Fannin Road near the

Pearl River. A heavy rain was falling.

Fred lost control and spun out in the

roadway. The vehicle was facing the

wrong way.

    A moment later, James Beard,

driving a pick-up truck for Gilchrist

Trucking, rear-ended the Coker

vehicle. Edna was seriously injured

and died at a hospital the next day.

    Coker’s estate sued Gilchrist

Trucking in Rankin County and

sought damages. The estate’s legal

team included Ross Barnett who at

the time of trial was just a few

months out of his tumultuous term

as the Governor of Mississippi. See

the excerpt below from our

publisher’s book, The Thin Thirty

(2007), which recounts the University

of Kentucky’s fateful 1962 football



The Mississippi Jury Verdict Reporter
9462 Brownsboro Road, No. 133
Louisville, Kentucky 40241
1-502-644-9017
Online at Juryverdicts.net

Timely Mississippi Jury Verdict Coverage since 2011

Ordering is Easy

The Mississippi  Jury Verdict Reporter
The Most Current and Complete Summary of Mississippi Jury Verdicts

Order in the Online store or return this form

_______________________________ Return with your check to:

Name The Mississippi Jury Verdict Reporter
At the above address

_______________________________

Firm Name

____    $369.00 for a one-year subscription to the

_______________________________ Mississippi Jury Verdict Reporter

(391.14 with tax)

_______________________________

Address

_______________________________

City, State Zip

_______________________________

Your e-mail     

https://store.juryverdicts.net/loonsu.html
https://store.juryverdicts.net/mijuvere1.html

