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Civil Rights - A man with
emotional disabilities liked to hang
out and shop at a Hobby Lobby in
Harahan near his home — he would
sometimes take up a lot of cashier
time to assist him in calculating his
purchases and the Monday after
Thanksgiving when the store was
very busy, a new manager told him
there wasn’t time to deal with him -
things escalated (there were fact
disputes), the police were called
and the man (he’s harmless and had
never been charged with a crime)
ended up pepper-sprayed and jailed
- in this lawsuit the man alleged
Hobby Lobby engaged in disability
discrimination in violation of both
state and federal law - he prevailed
at trial on the state court count and
took compensatory damages of
$10,000

George v. Hobby Lobby, 2:24-2528
Plaintiff: Christopher F. Edmunds,
New Orleans

Defense: Hal D. Ungar and Sara G.
Sirera, Ogletree Deakins, New Orleans

Verdict: $10,000 for plaintiff
Federal: New Orleans
Judge:  Barry W. Ashe
Date: 3-20-26

Charles “Chip” George, age 67,
very much liked to shop, browse and
hang out at a Hobby Lobby retail
store on Citrus Boulevard in
Harahan, LA. George has mental and
intellectual disabilities as well as a
speech impediment that would be
immediately obvious to anyone. He
suffered a vaccine injury as an infant
and his condition was made worse
when he was struck by a car at age 8.

George lived with his sisters who
managed his affairs.

Every Monday George was
provided a $100 weekly allowance by
his sisters. It cannot be overstated
how much he enjoyed shopping at
Hobby Lobby and he came almost
every day. He’d visit the store for
hours and peruse the merchandise.
Hobby Lobby is a craft store and is
famous for having Christian beliefs.
The actual company (it's privately
owned) has those beliefs and they are
reflected both in the merchandise sold
and its operations. George had been a
regular customer for years and he’d
been accommodated by staff without
incident. George was friendly and his
love for Hobby Lobby was clear.

The Monday of 11-27-23 was like
any other for George. He had his
allowance from his sisters and he
walked from his nearby home to the
store to shop. While it was just
Monday for George (shopping and
hanging around Hobby Lobby), it was
quite a busy day there. Hobby Lobby
(because of its corporate belief in
God) does not observe the pagan
Black Friday shopping holiday and it
remains closed on Sunday so its
employees can enjoy the
Sabbath. Thus the Monday after Black
Friday is quite busy.

There was also a new manager
(Heather) in the store that day.
Heather had been at Hobby Lobby for
a time, but her tenure in management
was new. George recalled that before
she became manager, he believed she
was hostile to him. She thought it was
a waste of time to assist the man. He’d
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Marine Negligence - Seventy-eight
persons were killed in the tragic
M/V George Prince disaster on the
Mississippi River in October of 1976
— all the claims settled but one, a
deceased passenger on the ferry
whose estate came to trial a year
later in 1977

Jones v. SS Frosta

$52,000 for plaintiff

New Orleans (Federal)

Judge: Alvin B. Rubin

Date: November 7, 1977

SCENE OF UPRIVER FERRY DISASTER WHERE SCORES ARE MISSING IS PANORAMA OF ACTIVITY

Disaster Toll Might Rise to 100
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There was an enormous maritime
tragedy on the Mississippi River on
the morning of October 20, 1976. Just
before dawn, the M/V George Prince,
a ferry operating from Destrehan to
Luling across the Mississippi River
(near the site of the then under
construction Luling Bridge) was
loaded with cars. Its pilot was
intoxicated with a BAC of .9. The
120-foot M/V George Prince sailed
into the path of an oncoming
Norwegian oil tanker, SS Frosta. The
SS Frosta was 664 feet long.

The tanker saw the ferry and
radioed its position. The ferry didn’t

respond. The tanker blew its horn.
The ferry still didn’t change its path.
Time had run out. The tanker plowed
into the side of the ferry. The ferry
almost instantly capsized. There were
96 persons onboard the ferry. All but
18 perished in the river.

The human tragedy was immense
but such tragedies also have a legal
element. Louis Koerner, a New
Orleans attorney, acted quickly to file
a vessel seizure claim against the SS
Frosta on the same day of the
accident. This allowed the United
States to retain jurisdiction over the
vessel and its crew as witnesses.
Thereafter the
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plaintiffs (the
estates and the
injured) pursued
claims against the
ferry (it was
operated by the
State of Louisiana)
as well as against
the SS Frosta. The
claims settled for
some $24 million.
There was a
single plaintiff
who did not settle.
That was the estate
of Robert Malcolm
Jones, Jr. of Harvey
whose body was
found a few days
after the accident.
The case was tried
a little more than a

~Stalfl phota by G. E. Arpald

of a ferry in Plaquemines Parish or ooe

veasel W be rightnd by shartly alter luisg ose Lne is lbe area had alse re- nearly finished at @ shipyard M

The list six bodies were discoversd by

of the disaster.

night

Phetere page in Sec. 1, Page 10. Related storles i Sec, 1, Puges 2,3,

Nighttall ended the attemipt 1o 5%, 12, 1) and 19,

hring more bodies up from the Mis.
siesippl. During the daylight baurs
18 persons were hauled alive from
the water. Twenty-two bodies were
recovered.

oa e surface of the river iadicale
Teast 0 porsons sro snac
“This bends taie po
etimate 2t 88, A
Surrise had just bega to Wluminate  State Departmen
Use Frver when the taskes Fros loom-  Iawever, ssid the fig
©d up” with its whalle scrooching al the The Stute Dupart

The headlines the next day were grim as the scope of the accident

Rescuers late  Wednesday did not
expect Lo find mare survivoes

Tho Ollie K. Wilds was eno of the firsg
divers a2 230 p.m. working mside 8¢  vessels to come W (ke aid of Te victims
There weee 24 Lo 38 ears on Lhe ferry and partially submerged vessel The bodies
¥08 can bet yeur Botom dollar every  were bownd in Uve engine room

I such as driver's license finstisg  one of thme cars were full = el e e e

Al apgrozimately 3 pm. the Goorge  Administration said sa sttempt was
Prince’s sisur ferry, the O6lse K, Wikis.,  being made s seeure (be servioes elther

was still unknown

year later in
federal court
before Judge Alvin
Rubin in New
Orleans. Thirteen
months is an
astonishing
litigation
turnaround in such

Police ssid 18 persams hal borw rrs-
coed, but {dentificalions were avilable

Cost, In See, 1, Page 11, Cal. 3



The Louisiana Jury Verdict Reporter
9462 Brownsboro Road, No. 133
Louisville, Kentucky 40241
502-644-9017

Online at Juryverdicts.net

Timely Louisiana Jury Verdict Coverage since 2011

Ordering is Easy

The Louisiana Jury Verdict Reporter
The Most Current and Complete Summary of Louisiana Jury Verdicts
Order online or return this form

Return with your check to:
Name The Louisiana Jury Verdict Reporter
At the above address

Firm Name
$369.00 for a one-year subscription to the
Louisiana Jury Verdict Reporter
(391.14 with tax)

Address

City, State Zip

Your e-mail


https://store.juryverdicts.net/loonsu.html

