Ex-lawyer
on the case
with biting
court report

Disbarred Ragland puts
unigque twist on trials

By Andeocw Walfson
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He has that Kentucky Court
of Appeals | Sara Combs permits
“emation rather than law to guide her
decisions.”

He has written that Justice William
Cooper iz a "mad genius™ given to such
vitriolic cutbursts that his dissents must
be raved like earthquabes on the “Cooper
Drissent Pury Scale.” froma “CDFS1" =a
polite dissgreement with “a litthe name-
:all.tng"—-tnl'CDl‘Bf' — “a cata-
etresphise Ftorsry meont, ths manplicd snd
irwristed of the majority left rot-
;dmimhemhnmmmﬂlimuhkﬁ—

Shannon Ragland is publisher of the
Kentucky Trial Court Review, an acerbic
monthly newsletter for lawyers that doc-
uments the verdict in nearly every law-
suit tried in the state — from the case of a
man who slipped ona mashed kiwi at the
Seottgville Food Lion 1o tha $1O0D0-0-day
Lexington stripper who was hut in a car
wrock and eouldn’t “go back to the pole.”
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Similar verdict reviews are
published in dozens of othér
HxﬁLhﬁ;ﬂfw ST Rnﬂﬂd't

—he'sa
I
Feshom — il thee Eact that e adds
his editorial 2 censs, tecing off on
lawyers and judges alike for
what he describes as strategic
blunders, defective reasoning
amd deceit.

Twelve pears ago, he was a

850,000 a year in Kentucky
alome

He employs a staffl of five, in-
cluding a licensed lawyer he
pars to write squibs about wer-
dets in Indlans and Alsbama,
and lives with his wife and two
daughters in a S300,000 house in
Morthifield.

Hi said his unique statas has
given him the freedom o zing
jocdges and lawyers without fear
of being sanctioned. *“What are

promising young attormey in  bar me?

Blaricmn County whi hed El'll.hk
ated in the top quarter of his Uni-
wersity of Kentucky class and
was president of the Lebanon
Rotary Club.
But then, addicted to !.'_prl'ls.
and casine gambling, Ragl
anuwadmlus
law firm. He admiied stealing

Maore than just wit
Lawyers who both bring
damage lawsuits and defend
themn say Baglands review pro-
vides a valuable service by
showing the real-world wmiue of
every conceieble infury — fram
a catastrophic brain injury 10 a
ke boes

about $70,000, pleaded guilty to bra

tweo oounts of theft and was ten-
tenced 1o 10 years in prison.

“l admitted everything and
withdrew from the bar”™ he aaid
in an inferview. “Mot that T had
much choice”

After seven months in prisomn,
he wmx rdﬂ.md. “It was pretty
devastating,” said Ragland, now
57, “1 had lost my bouse, my rep-
wiation, even my identine”

He held a few jobs, incla
helping out at his father's
friore. Then it strock lm how
he could make his living of the
{:w withaut sctally practicing

“1 mury hirve been a crook,” be
said, "but nobody had ever chal-
lenged my intellec.”

mlnEEu-mLmnty
with 75 he laanched

his werdict repart and eve:

ook i1 statewide, A pearly sub-
Seription it $175, ard henow puls-
lishes similar newsletters in
Hhirises othusr ainres ard s o the
federal courts, groasing abow

The Kentuwcky Trial Court Re-
wigrw also showes that most plain-

— are less mmpressed
Combs, for example, calls
him “abrasive” and “mean-spir-

ited™

Cooper complained that Rag-
land “commiited what every -
torney would consider a
yer's second-greatest crime” —
stealing from his firm — yet is
norer makding a living off the *law-
yers he ripped off.

Heathe: Clark Reynolds, a
young, Louisville lawyer whom
Ragland criticized in hiz Sep-
tember issue for fniling to ag-
gressively cross-examine the op-
posing medical expert in a car-
wreck case, said: =1 think its
wrong that somebody who = a
disbarred atlorney can go
around and play lawyer and tear
others apart. He is just ;rud':."

*“Tm sure
dion’t like cur spin on cases,” he
said. “Usually they are on the

tiffs usually lose, especially in  side that kost.

maedical mal ice cases, and
Lawyers sxy thae mabes it an im-
partant tood to show clients who
are comvinced that their case is

pricelas.

Tt sobers them up and gives
them o sense of reality,” said
Lowisville wial lawyer William
MMy
Ragland researches every
CHES l!m.lrlfmher tham relying
on 'WII'.II:I.IItI Im-crs o submit
sammaries of their triumphs, as
some In other states do.

“Everybody in the industry
feels Shannen's publication is
th: hest hiscanss he does it kim-
self,” said Erik Albrektson, a
Crestwoad lawyer whose Ver-
dict Research Group p-ubliﬂm-.l
irialeverdict repors in 0 saes
amd Washingion, [1C.

Baxt some and pudpes
— agpacinlly i who have
been hooked by barks

He's never been sued, al-

bawyer Ballart e, sy
that Raglarsd, who practiced for
thres years, doesn't always get
his facts seraight bur that his
pitby scoounts of cases are often
itari
In & case listed under the
heading “Practical Joke Megli-
gence,” he recoanted how a
Lealsville man who upa
ladder at his boss's house to
douse a co-worker with water
glipped and broke his heel, and
s ’"ﬁi“’ bl
b u
= Fhe fury gave him

11‘! review inchulas serous
legal analysis and describes
eome auwlnl injuries, ek ae

those of & Loulsville man left

his wifie and oo
daughters.

with a “grotesgque
nert injury® aficy doctors alleg-

and perma-

edly missed signs of flesh-cating
bacteria in his burtocks,

A jury found for the doctors,
who claimed it wouldn't have
mattered if the infection had
bz diseovernsd carlier.

Ragland’s annual report,
which sells fior £218, offers ency-
clopedic coverage of every con-
ceivable burman mishap. It lists
ot only the verdict in every slip-
and-fall case fraom previous
years, but also what the plainkiff
allegedly slipped on — from
cookie crumbs in Christian
who  County ($49.906) w0 2 puddle of
shampoo in Bell County
(HL,235).

Ragland saves his harshast
criticiam for appellae jndges —
“they are elected and fair game”
— and meslical experis, the hired
puns paid “hoge fees to destroy
the other side's cree” e said.

He wrobte thal one siate Su-

prome Court apinion was “so
aphrﬁcdilnmded";

that Justlces Cooper and Wil-
liam Graves are in *Wal=Mart's
bmek pocket™ and that Justice
Martin Johnstone is Cooper's
“Intellecraal inferior™ and
“rnilriom”

Graves and Johostone say
Ragland is entitled 1o his opi=
nicns, which Jahmstone said “ean
b pretty funmy if your ox isn't
bl pored.”

Focus on expert witnesses

Raphind wad he hae nothing
personal ageinst medical ex-
peris il ha's w0 Bacvsed an fio-

rensle psychiacrist Dr. Robert
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Gramacher of Lexington, he sells
a wideo compilation of testi-
mony that Bagland calls “Gra-
mmchuesr Giones Wild™

Gr her, who has claimed
o make 516 million a year as an
expert witness and to be abla to
diagnose depression from a
d-yer-ndd driver's license pho-
tograph, said his opinions arc
fair and cbjective.

“1 dom't know M. Ragland,
but he is welcome to say amy-
thing about me he wishes,” he
eaid.

Ancther frequent target,
Longisville arthopedisr D Jamses
Harkesa, calls Ragland's pablica-
tiom a “sourrilous mg”

“"He makes it oot that [ will
tailor my opinions b help the
side who pays me, and that is pot
true at all,® Haroess said. “Any-
thimg 1 say is absolurely troe”

Rag_h.ni.wbnm:]d harve ap-

ive years apo to get back
hl: law license, sxid he has no
plans ko seck reinstatement.

He said he is happy ta be able

has redesmed himself through
them, he said thet he lomg ago
D-dg’ddg: to mmﬂ;f.d
maney to -
;:dhe-stﬂ-e From. il
“I wasn't & mass marderer”
T smid.

Beparier Ladeog Dialfuen som he
nached at (903} S52-7180:



