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January 2014 

Dear Honorable Gregory Van Tatenhove. 

Hi. My name is Christy Kennedy Rice. I am a friend of Richie Farmer and his family. Our relationship 
began many years ago. I cheered for Clay County High School when Richie was a player. Many years 
have passed since those days, but we have remained close. 

I now work at Clay County High School. I am the guidance counselor there. Richie's son, Trey, is a 
sophomore at our school. He is a great addition to Clay County High School. It has been wonderful to 
work with him and to see Richie and his parents regularly now at school and basketball games. 

As the date of Richie's sentence looms over us, I continue to wony about Richie,. his precious boys, and 
parents. Ofcourse, I am writing to you to plead for leniency. I promise you Richie has been punished 
He has suffered the usual consequences of an investigation and conviction: hurt chndre~ huge 
financial losses, public embarrassment, devastated parents, limited ability to produce future income, 
and more. 

ntose of us who are not known throughout the state could never experience the additional aspects of 
Richie's punishment. Most citizens are quietly sentenced when found guilty of a crime and don't 
experience the public ridicule he and bis family have consistently endured from the news and the UK 
fans. 1 often think I am so thankful the worst thing I ever did isn't on the news and isn't consistently 
part of UK sports forums. I imagine the reporters and the UK fans who are so critical are also quite 
Jucky their biggest sins are not the big story. 

As you receive letters in support of Richie, you will learn much about him. His children are Trey~ 
Thomas, and Tate. As Richle has suffered the consequences of the investigation and conviction, they 
have too. If you had the opportunity to know the boys, you would love them and quickly realize how 
significantly they have been effected by the situation. It is obvious in their expression and actions. I am 
pleading for leniency on their behalf. 

Trey wears his dad's number,32, and looks and plays basketball very similar to his father. I a1most 
cried when I saw the number Trey chose. The sport serves a purpose much greater than a high school 
competition. The games gives Trey that opportunity to excel in a time of chaos for his family. 11le game 
gives ntomas and Tate a safe place to go. They are sWTOunded by famny and friends at the games. 

I also plead for Jeniency of behalf of Richie's parents, Richard and Virginia. They are amazing, kind 
people who have been the best parents and grandparents anyone could ever want. Like Richie and the 
boys, they have suffered the consequences of the investigation and conviction. The huge financial and 
emotional cost is obvious. Richie hurts deeply, because of the pain his precious parents have suffered 

Thank you for taking your time to read my letter. The message I want you to hear is I promise Richie 
has been punished significantly and his punishment win follow him throughout his life and the lives of 
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his children and parents. Every day is an important day for children to have their dad and parents to 
have their son. Please consider leniency for Richie, his boys; parents, and aJ1 of us who love him. You 
will be in my thoughts and prayers as you decide on the sentence for Richie. 

Sincerely, 

Christy Kennedy Rice 

58 Roger Rice Avenue 

Manchester, KY 40962 

(606) 599-6610 
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December 6, 2013 

Hon. Gregory Van Tatenhove 
U.S. Courthouse 
310 S. Main Street 
Frankfort, KY 40741-1907 

Dear Sir: 

It is such a blessing for me to be able to write this letter of support for my precious former student 
and dear friend Richie Farmerl Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 

Having known Richie since birth, having taught him in grades four through eight, and remaining in 
close contact since, I feel I know him very well. He even took the time to call me after he graduated high 
school just to check on me. Richie was an excellent student, not only academically but also socially. He 
was always at the top of his class. Even though he was so talented, it never went to his head. Being a 
gentleman, he was kind and respectful to students and adults alike. Social status did not matter to him. 
For example, a boy came to class one day with a shirt torn into shreds. Some of the children made fun 
of him, but Richie asked me if he could call him mom to bring the boy one of his shirts. Within a few 
minutes the boy had a new shirt and a smile on his face, thanks to Richie's kind heart. I can truthfully 
say Richie never once caused this retired teacher a moment of trouble in all the four years I had him in 
class. 

This ordeal has affected Richie mentally, physically, financially, and socially. When I first saw him 
after his ordeal began, my heart was broken by his downtrodden demeanor. He has lost the respect of 
some, but we who truly know him will forever love and respect him. 

Judge, if you knew Richie as I know him, you could see he has been punished enough. I believe 
beyond a doubt that given leniency Richie will remain a valuable contributing member of society. Our 
world, country, and state need more Richie Farmersl Again thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 
Betty Hampton 

~~ 
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Honorable Gregory Van Tatenhove 
310 South Main Street, Room 215 
Frankfort, KY 40741-1907 

Dear Sir: 

In thirty-five years of coaching at Clay County High School, I was honored to have coached Richie Farmer's dad - Richard - to 
a Sweet 16 appearance in 1963. I was even more honored to have coached Richie from 1984 to 1988 also at CCHS. During 
Richie's tenure at Clay County High School, I saw Richie lead his team to five Regional Championships, a State Championship, 
two State Runners-Up, culminating in his becoming a four-time All State player, a McDonald's High School All American, and 
win Mr. Basketball honors. Richie came to my attention while playing in 3rd grade in the Clay County elementary school sys
tem. I followed his career until his graduation at the University of Kentucky. 

From 1984 to 1988 - five seasons - I worked with him for roughly 2 to 3 hours every day. Very few parents can say they spend 
that much time with their sons. I watched this boy grow from a child into an outstanding young man who was intelligent, 
strong, dedicated, hard-working, willing to give ofhimself and definitely a leader ofyoung men. I have seen him with tears in 
his eyes after a hard fought loss and a huge smile in jubilation after a great win. Richie and I have shared the gauntlet of emo
tions from highs to lows. 

As a McDonald's High School All-American, players and teams played him hard, many times to the point of deliberate rough
ness; a few going so far as to try to injure him. Richie never lost his temper, he never retaliated, and he never questioned an 
officials' call. Richie would have to be classified as the "Top Sportsman" I have ever coached. Yes, I know this young man and 
I know him well. I would even go so far as to say that Richie Farmer is the "Most Outstanding" young man I have known. 

When Richie was elected Commissioner ofAgriculture, he was young and flushed with victory. He had polled over 80% of the 
popular vote. He felt invincible; however, there was nothing in his past that could possibly have prepared him to fully control 
and lead a staff of over 300 workers, with a budget of millions. He made some mistakes but in our conversations during this 
time, you could tell that he was excited and wanted to do a great job. He often spoke of his pet project - Kentucky Proud. Yes, 
he made some mistakes, he hired a few friends but everyone remembers their friends. 

He came to the Kentucky High School State Basketball Tournament at the expense of the state. I saw him at almost every ses
sion. Richie was consorting with influential and powerful people. He was promoting the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. 
Yes, he made mistakes but you would go many miles to find as fine a young man as Richie Farmer. 

Now about Richie's punishment: I have seen Richie go from a proud, young happy man to a broken shell ofthe great man he 
once was. Richie has paid with his job, his finances, and more importantly his honor. Richie's punishment has been great. He 
has been stripped of his home, his three sons, and his dignity. Does Richie deserve more punishment? Yes! But why place him 
in prison at a cost of roughly fifty thousand dollars per year. That won't solve anything. Let the state use the fifty thousand to 
set up three to four scholarships at our state universities. Scholarships that could result in great lawyers, doctors, teachers, etc. 
This would be such a much better use of these funds. 

Richie Farmer's name still carries tremendous weight in eastern Kentucky. Instead ofjail time, let him do good. Give him a 

requirement of hundreds of hours ofmandatory work with an organization such as "Unite" which is a drug-fighting agency in 

eastern KY. Require Richie to organize and work fifty basketball camps for youth in the small towns of eastern Kentucky. 

Give him home incarceration when he isn't doing community service duties. Make the above requirements at his own expense 

with no reimbursement for him. 


Would this not do more to make Kentucky a better place instead ofputting Richie in prison behind bars. No good can come 
from that. He won't come out a better man but ifhe is required to do the services I have suggested, I would guarantee he would 
change many lives. It would bring back some sense of pride and worthiness to Richie. It would help eastern Kentucky and it 
would definitely help Richie. 

I beg you - Help the people of eastern Kentucky. Give them a Richie Farmer dedicated to serving the people. Ifl can answer 

any specific questions you may have or help in any way, please do not hesitate to call. 


/:4 j-Ld-
Bob Keith, Coach 

Clay County High School (1963-1999) 
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Dear Honorable Gregory Van Tatenhove, 

My name is Ke'\Iin Rice. I am a friend of Richie Farmer. We began our friendship as children in little teague 
baseball and remain close friends today. I grew up spending much time with him and his family as a guest in 
their home. Although they shared a close family bond, I always felt welcomed as one of their own. Richie and I 
grew up sharing many of the same interests, values, and hobbies. As a result of this, we spent much time 
together Involved in sports, outdoor actIVitieS, school programs, and youth ministry. I was there to see him 
transformed from the boy next door to hometown hero and then into the nationa I spotlight as one of the best 
high school basketball players in the country. Atthough his life and surroundings began to change as a result of 
his talent, Richie never changed the way he treated and respected others. He loved the community that held 

him in such high regard and worked hard never to be a disappointment to anyone. 

I feel strongly about writing this letter on behalf of Richie as he approaches the sentencing phase of this 
unfortunate ordeal. I know how much this has affected him and his family. Of course he has suffered the 
personal shame and embarrassment that comes as a result of such circumstances, but the ultimate pain for 
Richie is to see how his children, family, friends, and community have suffered as well. Although I am not 
faminar with many details of this case. I have spoken with Richie concerning his feelings since the time of the 
allegations. I do know that Richie has always been very appreciatiVe of the opportunities placed before him 
~nd is devastated that others are hurting as a result of his actions. He and his family have endured public ~nd 
personal ridicule on nearly a daily basis through media outlets, the internet, or priVate messages. As a high 
profile public figure and a man that deeply cares for hiS friends and family, he carries this punishment with 
great remorse. 

I am requesting that you will please consider leniency in the sentencing of Richie Farmer. He has three 
wonderful children who need the support of their father now, more than ever. They have already seen him go 

throush a situation that is truly beyond their comprehension. I understand that additional punishment may be 
warranted, if not expected in many Similar cases. However, I ask that you please conSider the unique 
Circumstances that have helped to facilitate much ofthe suffering and punishment already occurring for Richie 
and his family. This is something they have endured from the onset and will continue to do so for years to 
come. Thank you very much for taking time to read and conSider this letter. I will pray for you and those 
involved during this process. 

Sincerely, 

0~~ 
Kevin Rice 
58 Roger Ric::e Avenue 
Manchester, Kentucky 40962 
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1/5/2014 

Han. Gregory Van Tatenhove, 

I have known Richie Farmer for approximately 2 1/2 years, he dates my daughter, Stephanie 

Hiser. The Richie Farmer that I know is a very kind and gentle person. 

I have been a Licensed Real Estate broker since 1977. I think Richie might have made a few 

mistakes, but those mistakes I feel were not intentional and were not made without other opinions. 

I feel Richie would serve a greater purpose doing public service and going back to work paying 

his restitution back to the state. The jail sentence will not serve much purpose other than cost taxpayers 

money. I think since he is not a danger to society, he would serve society better by being a spokesperson 

rather than an inmate. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry Hiser 
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Honorable Judge Van Tatenhove, 
u.s. Courthouse 
310 S. Main Street, Room 215 
Frankfort, Ky. 40741-1907 

Dear Honorable Judge Gregory Van Tatenhove, 

I am writing to you on behalf of my nephew, Richie Farmer. I have known him since 
the day he was born. His dad is my eldest brother, Richard. We were raised by a single 
mom. Our Mother began work at the age of 17, she taught with an emergency certificate. 
She taught during the school year and attended college classes at night and summer 
school in order to get a degree in education, which she accomplished eventually. She 
taught school for 36 years and returned after retiring and was my assistant for 14 more 
years, before retiring. 

Our Grandfather was a Church of Christ minister for 50 years and my Grandmother 
was a stay at home mom. They helped raise us, therefore we went to church and was 
taught to work for a living. We never had a lot growing up, but we were happy and loved 
each other very much. 

Richard graduated from Clay County High School with a full scholarship to 
Cumberland College. He married a local girl and they had three children. They both 
worked and raised their family. Richie was the second child, he was a good child 
growing up and when he started school was very concerned with getting good grades. He 
was a straight A student during elementary and high school both. He graduated and 
attended University ofKentucky , where he graduated with a degree in Agriculture and 
he worked with his father for several years before getting into politics. Richie was a very 
well mannered person growing up and still respects people. He married a local girl and 
they had three sons. They lived in Manchester until he was elected as Commissioner of 
Agriculture, then they moved to Frankfort. 

Richie has never been in any kind of trouble in his life. He is not perfect by any 
means, but he has always been kind and respectful to all of us. He has had a lot of 
accomplishment in life, but I would think this would be one of his best, the fact that he 
has never spent a night injail or done any thing to hurt another person. I know you are 
much wiser and certainly more knowledgably in the field ofLaw than 1. When deciding 
on the punishment for Richie ifyou would consider this fact, I would hope it would help 
in showing leniency toward him and certainly his boys who love and adore him so much. 

With much respect and appreciation, 
Karen Begley 

Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 12 of 46 - Page ID#:
 204



----- ---

---------

I' 

_i ._~_______ _ -- v

---- -- ----,~~-
- ~l!_ iJJ;.o~_Rbt,-21s._ 

-- $.nt-~ LjlJ'7-'i1-jCitl7 
------~.------

~~--A--- __ 

---~----- ~ti';:i:::~L- -:a ~_~ 
--- . ·~~-!;C. ___________ _ 

-~J~~~~-------~ ~ 
--.---- ~f~~¢!; Ji7::~ ___ .. . 

~ ~-~-r~~-- · .-#t~-~@l~---
- . --~-. ~ ~-)j{,~ 
- --- ~-~-A-- _____ -_ __~---C----- _------..L -- -~~Ll 

Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 13 of 46 - Page ID#:
 205



.2. 
Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 14 of 46 - Page ID#:

 206



.., 
j Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 15 of 46 - Page ID#:

 207



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 16 of 46 - Page ID#:
 208



'---'~-~-'--'+----'~-""--"-------------

-L'---+~--'-~ .... -.. --....-.....-~-.-~- ..... - "'--"'~ ...-~.... -..-. .~.--.-~~ ... --.--.-- ......---....--.. --..--.---

--..--.--.~.~-+--.-~-

.. ._....... - .......__..-....... 


-----_•.__._.------ _ ..........._......_.._...- .....- ... . 


-c 

Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 17 of 46 - Page ID#:
 209



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 18 of 46 - Page ID#:
 210



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 19 of 46 - Page ID#:
 211



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 20 of 46 - Page ID#:
 212



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 21 of 46 - Page ID#:
 213



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 22 of 46 - Page ID#:
 214



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 23 of 46 - Page ID#:
 215



- ..,-..·.-.------....l .... · ..---.·.....·._...-.......-.............. .... .. ..... '.. 

----.------+t-bwL.,JAM11~ '- .... ----....--.--+ laru..J. ~ hA~-~r.fJP 
-.-.....------.--.--..--1-....••.-.---~.. --WtAk ~.lt-,.

·---+-i.---.~~ J ~~ ..~_..~kQJ..
! '-"\--f--_...-.. .,.....---.-.,....--........ ---.--.....---...-...-..-------..... . 


-·-·----~--·-··i-·---·-~~-·\·~·~~· . __.._-_..... 

---_··-t-I ...-.--.-........ ., ....----.-- ...... '." .........- .... ---...-...-.. ....-.--.... ..... ..' ... .. .. ... 
___ ._____+__~.mo.w.~~~p.iLk.,J ..CWl...~CJ1~ 

-···---.-·.-----...·-·t··~~.~··1\~.J~ .... J~... ~. ... .~ 
--·~---·t-~~~-~·j:~~CI.hr+.UNJ·~·f~· .. 
-.-...--.......----tM<!. ~l!..~~ .~.~ • ..tk.. 


=~=~=~~·~·=i=~~~.t-~QJk~ f~M 

-----. .... +im~-r~'· 
-- '···'-'l·-·'-··'· .........-... . . 

-~-------+--~~) . 
•_.•_•._ ......, .•••.__..____ +_•• ___ ... -.. __• ., ...__ .. , .... 13M.ndt lJJJ.m. 

i 

_........,_........... --•.....-- ...~-..................... .. 

I ..--.'-'--"r--' 

"~-.- ...--.~-..---.-~.L.--~...:.. ... .. 
_....(.-_._ .... _+I 

• I 

._._._............ __.._{- ....__.._.._ ..................- ...-......... "" 

.--J.......... 

I 
I 

Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 24 of 46 - Page ID#:
 216



December 20, 2013 

Honorable Gregory Van Tatenhove 

U.S. Courthouse 

310 S. Main Street, Room 215 

Frankfort, KY 40741-1907 

Dear Honorable Gregory Van Tatenhove, 

I'm writing this letter to ask for leniency for Richie Farmer. I have only known Richie for 2 years 
and 4 months. I know that isn't a long time but it is enough time to know what kind of person that he 
is. Richie is an incredible man and an amazing father. I met him at a concert a little over 2 years ago. 
We just happened to run into each other and hit it off. We neither one really wanted to be there 
because we were both going through very hard divorces. We became friends and later began to date 
and have been together ever since. 

Since I met Richie, I have witnessed a man that is very caring that possesses a gentle spirit. He 
geniunely cares about people and loves his family more than anything in the world. He is very close to 
his parents, his sister Rhonda, his brother Russ and extremely close to his three sons Trey 17, Thomas 
15, and Tate 11. He has a wonderful relationship with the boys. He is very involved with his sons and 
they greatly enjoy spending time together. No matter what they are doing they have a great time! 
They enjoy doing all sorts of things like walking in the woods and learning about nature. They also love 
hunting, fishing, watching tv together and sporting events, playing games. They also love playing sports, 
of course, especially basketball. Richie goes to all of their ball games whenver he can. He also takes 
them to church on the Sundays that he has them. 

The boys just have a very strong bond with their dad! I believe Richie is doing a great job of teaching the 
boys how to grow up and be very well-rounded men. They would be devastated without their father in 
their lives! Their love for each other is extremely strong and shows when you see them together. 

I ask that you please give leniency to Richie. I feel that he has been punished enough, he has been 
publicly humiliated and has lost everything that he has ever worked for. That would be hard for anyone 
to deal with, especially for a man that has been a hard worker and a provider all his life. In my opinion, it 
would be better for him and the taxpayers of Kentucky for him to re-enter the workforce and start 
paying his debt to the State. Through all of this, Richie has kept a positive attitude and has kept his head 
up and I know that has been hard to do. I also ask that, if he has to go to prison, he be in Kentucky 
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preferably Manchester, KY. We would all like to be able to come visit him but more than anything his 
parents need to be able to bring his sons to visit him so that their lives won't be any more disrupted. It is 
very important that his children be able to visit him on a regular basis. I request Manchester, KY because 
it would be easier for his parents to commute to because they are getting older and his father, Richard, 
has had some health problems. I think it would be very hard on them to travel long distances and it 
would also be hard on his children. I want to thank you for taking the time to read my letter. 

Respectfu lIy, 

Stephanie Hiser 
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Hon: Gregory Van Tatenhove 
U.S. Courthouse 
310 S. Main Street, Room 215 
Frankfort, KY 40741-1907 

My name is Kathlyn (Farmer) Baker. I am the eighty-eight year old grandmother of 
Richie Farmer. I have been involved in Richie's life since the day he was born. When he 
was small, he lived next door to me, then they moved to Manchester twelve miles away, 
but they came to my house and spent most weekends. He and his brother usually went 
to sleep while I told them stories. 

I taught elementary school for fifty years. I was divorced and raised my four children by 
myself. I worked my way through college (took me about twenty years to get my degree) 
but I did it for my children because I did not want them raised on welfare. I know life can 
throw hard curves sometimes but with God's help all can be overcome. 

I want to relate to you the Richie Farmer I know and love. Richie has always been a 
child that won everyone's heart because he loved everyone. He loved playing ball even 
before he was old enough to go to kindergarten. His dream, even then, was to become 
a Kentucky Wildcat. 

He excelled in elementary school, high school and college and fulfilled his life-long 
dream by becoming a Kentucky Wildcat #32. Oh, the wonderful memories of all those 
years. I was so proud of him and I still am because he is still the wonderful grandson I 
love so dearly. 

I was his Sunday School teacher for yeauHe became a Christian at a very young age 
and he always gave God credit for his success. My dad was a Church of Christ minister 
and Richie, along with all the family, were raised by Biblical rules and was always taught 
honor and respect. He has never been in trouble before, not even a speeding ticket. 

This ordeal has really been and still is a nightmare. I wake up during the night and worry 
so. His parents, Richard and Virginia, are so heartbroken. Richie has three sons, 17, 15 
and 12 that need him so much. They love their dad with their whole being the same way 
Richie loves them. You can't imagine how their lives are impacted by this terrible ordeal. 
They grieve now but I just don't know how they can handle it if they have to give him up. 
I think these three boys lives will forever be destroyed if they have to give him up. 

I want to ask you if you can weight' all these things. I know and have tried to relate to 
you if you could find it at all possible to consider probating Richie, under your rules of 
course? I know the shame and hurt has brought regret and humility to Richie. I pray you 
can find it in your heart to consider my plea. 

At all occasions we ever attended, no matter where we were or how many people were 
there, Richie would always come and hug me and say, "Granny, I love you." I can 
honestly say I love him dearly and hope you can help give him another chance to prove 
that he is the wonderful little boy I have loved so long. 
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I know you are the judge and that you evidently are much wiser than I am, but I am 
pleading for my family and the future of those three boys and Richie's mom and dad. 

Thank you for taking time to read this and I apologize if I have said anything I should not 
have said. 

Sincerely, 

I~J~~-.I 
Kathlyn (Farmer) Baker 

P.O. Box 89 
Big Creek, KY 40914 

Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 28 of 46 - Page ID#:
 220



Kenneth H. Spurlock 
1309 Old State Route 74 
Batavia Ohio, 45103 

Hon. Gregory Van Tatenhove 
U.S. Courthouse 
310 S. Main Street, Room 215 
Frankfort KY, 40741-1907 

Greetings, 

I am writing to you regarding Richie Farmer who has a case currently before the court. 

While I am speaking solely for myself, I am a board member of the Clermont County Ohio Mental Health 

and Recovery Board, which is a politically appointed position. I also have a long tenure in the mental 

health and substance abuse field, and have been a state licensed chemical dependency counselor. I also 

have been an ordained minister for nearly thirty years. Richie is my cousin, and I have known him all his 

life. 

The celebrity status which accompanied Richie in his basketball career enabled him to rise to public 

notoriety in nothing short of a meteoric fashion. Even his campaign bumper stickers featured a 

basketball. 

It would seem to be evident to all that politics plays by an entirely different set of rules than basketball, 

and I believe that Richie found himself somewhat less prepared to navigate the challenges that are 

unique to this endeavor, which his political opponents were more than happy to take advantage of. 

Some errors were no doubt made, but knowing Richie as I do I am of the opinion that these incidents 

were just that, errors, rather than acts which arose from self-interest or disregard of the public's best 

interest. As such, I would urge you to consider leniency in deciding what the appropriate response to the 

charges which stand against him should be. I am sure that you will also give consideration to the chilling 

effect that a harsh sentence may have on those currently unknown individuals who might be 

considering future involvement in public office, but who may be discouraged from doing so by the 

example that may be set by a harsh punishment in this case. Without a doubt we all would benefit from 

actions which would encourage honest and able individuals to step forward to offer service in public 

office. 

Respectfully Yours, 

Kenneth H. Spurlock 
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Hon. Gregory Van Tatenhove 

U. S. Courthouse 

310 S. Main Street, Room 215 

Frankfort, KY 40741-1907 

Dear Sir, 

My wife Evelyn is a sister to Richie Farmer's grandmother, Kathlyn Baker. We have known Richie all of 

his life. The Richie we knew was a talented basketball player and later a devoted father and family man. 

We have been very close with his father and mother all of our lives. Because of this ordeal they have 

suffered and continue to suffer unending pain that only parents could know. Only time will tell the full 

effect that this will have on Richie's children. Richie obviously is suffering as well, not only as it has 

affected him personally but because of the suffering it has caused all those he loves. In one sense he is 

already serving a life sentence. 

Please consider all this for the sake of those impacted when determining Richie's future. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Howard and Evelyn Spurlock 
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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

OFFICE OF CIRCUIT COURT CLERK 
LAUREL COUNTY JUDICIAL CENTER 

ROGER L. SCHO'IT 

CIRCUIT COURT CLERK 

305 SOUTH MAIN STREET, P.O. Box 1798 
LoNDON, KENTUCKY 40743-1798 

CIRCUIT COURT 606-330-2079 District Court 606-330-2055 

LAUREL CIRCUIT COURT 

LAUREL DISTRICT COURT 

FAX 606-330-2084 

December 5, 2013 

Hon. Gregory Van Tatenhove 
U. S. Courthouse 
310 S. Main Street, Room 215 
Frankfort, KY 40741-1907 

RE: Richie Farmer 

Dear Hon. Tatenhove: 

Thank you for your acceptance of this letter in support of my friend Richie Farmer. Our 
relationship, which spans more than a decade, grew from my association with his father and of course 
as a fan of Richie on the basketball court. I was proud to assist Richie with his campaign in 2003 when 
he ran as Commissioner of Agriculture. 

As Richie's case enters its final stages with the court, any consideration you may give Ritchie 
before imposition of sentencing would be greatly appreciated by myself and the rest of his family. 

Again, thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Laurel CircuitiDistrict Court Clerk 
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December 2, 2013 

Hon. Gregory Van Tatenhove 

U.S. Courthouse 

310 S. Main Street, Room 215 

Frankfort, KY 40741-1907 

Dear Sir, 

My deceased wife Florence is a sister to Richie Farmer's grandmother, Kathlyn 
Baker. My relationship with Richie is as an adoring basketball fan and as a 
relative. My family has been very close with his father's family all of our lives. 
Richie's mother and father have suffered and are suffering never-ending pain 
from this ordeal and it is obvious that Richie feels all of this pain as well. 

Richie's popularity and stardom with Kentucky fans as a basketball star, both in 
high school at Clay County High and in college at the University of Kentucky, were 
significant in his being elected as Secretary of Agriculture. His qualifications as a 
manager were notably underdeveloped. I believe his mismanagement of the 
Secretary of Agriculture position was, in large part, due to his lack of management 
experience and skills. His life to that point was lived with honesty and integrity. I 
believe Richie's behavior was motivated by a desire to help others; not by self
indulgence and greed. 

Please consider these factors when determining his future. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
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November 29, 2013 

Hon. Gregory Van Tatenbove 
U. S. Courthouse 

310 S. Main Street, Room 215 

Frankfort, KY 40741-1907 


Re: Richie Farmer 

Dear Judge Tatenbove: 

This is not an attempt to explain or make excuses for mistakes Richie has made. 

We believe he is basically good and we do know, for a fact, his heritage is quite exceptional. There are 

many in his ancestry who became lawyers, doctors, teachers, and successful business people. We will 

comment on a couple. 

Named for our fourth President of the United States, his great-great-grandfather, James Madison Baker, 

was one of the first practicing Attorneys at Law after the formation (in 1878) of Leslie County. Described 

as a good man with compassion and empathy, who provided representation for those in need. His fee 

was a shotgun, cow, sheep, chickens, land and even money, if they could pay. He was, first, a God 

fearing man, and second, a family man. This is evidenced by the fact that he and his wife donated a 

parcel of land near Cutshin, KY for the purpose of building the first Church of Christ meeting place in the 

area and one of his deeds to a son requested that the land never be sold outside the family. In fact that 

parcel along with over 500 acres still to this day remains in the Baker family. 

Richie's great-grandfather, Logan Baker, was a kind and gentle man who was a school teacher and 

minister in the Church of Christ for as long as we can remember (over 60 years). He taught me (Elmer) in 

the early 1950's in a one room school. He was, forward thinking, rewarding students for good behavior 

and academic achievement rather than punishing for failure. He gave me a $1.00 bill one year for good 

behavior and I will be forever grateful. 

We followed Richie's successful basketball career at Clay County and the University of Kentucky. He 

entered the political arena and no doubt his earlier popularity let to him being elected Commissioner of 

Agriculture. We became more personally acquainted with him a few years back when we started 

attending the annual Baker Family Reunion held at the King David Benge Farm in Clay County. Richie has 

always presented himself friendly and professionally and treated everyone with respect. We are always 

impressed by the closeness of his family. 

No one has a spotless record but we know nothing negative about him. This chapter in his life, in our 

opinion, is not typical of his personality or family upbringing. It undoubtedly has interrupted any 

aspirations he may have had of further advancement politically. More importantly it has caused much 

grief and sorrow to this family personally. His grandmother once commented to us, after this became 

public, that he told her he could not understand why it happened to him because he had never 

intentionally wronged anyone in his life. We have seen the toll this has taken on Richie and his family. 
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We can see the physical change it has brought on him, his Mother, Father, and other close relatives. We 

can only imagine the mental and emotional strain they have endured and will continue to endure in the 

future. Our greatest concern is for his 3 young sons. 

We are confident Richie has learned a great lesson from his mistake and he and his family has suffered 

much during this ordeal. It is our opinion that further punishment would accomplish little. Mercy and 

leniency would be appropriate and appreciated and we beg the court for both. 

Respectably submitted, 

Elmer and Bonnie Day 
1001 Highway 578 
East Bernstadt, Kentucky 40729 
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January 82014 

Hon. Gregory Van Tatenhove 
United States District Court Judge 
313 John C. Watts Federal Building 
330 West Broadway 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 

Re: Richie Farmer's sentencing 

Dear Judge Van Tatenhove: 

I was Richie Farmer's coach at the University of Kentucky when he played basketball 
from 1989 through 1992. I came to know Richie and his family then and I have 
maintained my friendship with him through the years. 

Richie was always a very down-to-earth person who cared more about his 
teammates and the University than he did about any individual accomplishments. I 
enjoyed coaching him and appreciated the respect he earned from his teammates 
and classmates in college. 

Richie is sincerely remorseful for his misconduct. It causes him and me great pain to 
see his family broken up because of his actions. I think that Richie will learn a great 
lesson from this incident and you will never have any reason to see him again in 
court. 

I hope you will consider showing mercy to Richie so he can become a productive 
citizen again and be reunited as soon as possible with his children. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 38 of 46 - Page ID#:
 230



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 39 of 46 - Page ID#:
 231



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 40 of 46 - Page ID#:
 232



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 41 of 46 - Page ID#:
 233



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 42 of 46 - Page ID#:
 234



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 43 of 46 - Page ID#:
 235



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 44 of 46 - Page ID#:
 236



• 

___-~_~__3_\~~~~~------------------
J

I 
-.-.-.--------- .__.-·---i------·-· .....---.--... -- - .. 

---_........_-_._---_.---;.._--------_._----_._---_._ .._--... -_ .._.-...__._-_.-•.._------_._._----_.._--------_. .._-.-- _.... ...__.-----_.._._-- ---_.._---

-_._--------_..._---;._.._----_.__._---_.__._-.__ ._ .._._.._.. _.. _.. _._..._----_ ...-._.-._--------... __._----------_._---_._._.._--_...._--- _.__ ... ---- -- .. ----------...--. 

r--..-------+-.-.-------.-....---- ....-.-.----.. .-.. -.-- ...-.-.-.--...----.--.-.-----...-.----...---....-.--------.----.---...... --- --..--... 

--------_._--_.. _--,_•....... _--_.._-----_...__._-_._-......_. -...__._---_... _._-_.. _---_.._---_.----_._-----_._---_ ...._-_._- _._--_ ..-_._ .. -_..--_.-.- ---..--.-.-. 

-_.._----._----_._-_._--+-_._-_.__._--_._._----_.._----.....---.... _._._------_.-.-._._._._-----_..._---_._-----._--_._--_..._._---_._... 

Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 45 of 46 - Page ID#:
 237



Case: 3:13-cr-00006-GFVT-REW   Doc #: 49   Filed: 04/10/14   Page: 46 of 46 - Page ID#:
 238


	Letters in Support

