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Medical Malpractice - An Ob-

Gyn was blamed for a rough

delivery that left the infant with

shoulder dystocia injuries

including a broken arm – he

defended that he utilized

appropriate maneuvers to deliver

the child in a matter of minutes

when there was a high risk of a

hypoxic brain injury

Hunt v. Brown, 2

Plaintiff: Duncan Ragsdale and 

William Bruce, Memphis, TN

Defense: Tommie G. Williams, Sr. 

and Tommie G. Williams, Jr., Upshaw

Williams, Greenwood

Verdict: Defense verdict on liability

Court: Oktibbeha

Judge:  Lee Howard

Date: 11-3-22

    Shelby Hunt presented to the

Starkville Clinic for Women on 12-8-

15 for her initial prenatal visit. She

was seen several times over the next

few months and her delivery was

scheduled for July of 2016 by a

Pitocin induction. An Ob-Gyn, Dr.

Jacob Brown, managed her care.

    Hunt presented to Oktibbeha

County Hospital on 7-7-16 for induct

at term. The fetal weight was

estimated at seven pounds. The

induction began early in the morning

and the labor continued during the

day. A healthy baby girl was

delivered by Brown at 7:17 p.m. that

evening. Brown identified shoulder

dystocia and accomplished delivery

by utilizing a McRobert’s maneuver.

    It was noted that following the

delivery the infant was not using its

right arm problem. An x-ray showed

a broken humerus. She was referred

on to the University of Mississippi

Medical Center where she was treated

for a brachial plexus injury. The infant

underwent a repair surgery and

ultimately recovered partial (but not

full) use of her right arm. She

continues to have decreased arm

strength and an inability to raise her

arm above her shoulder.

    The girls parents (Shelby and her

husband Joshua) filed this lawsuit

against Brown and his employer, the

Starkville Clinic for Women. They

alleged he applied excessive

downward traction during the

delivery and this resulted in both the 

broken arm and the brachial plexus

injury.

    The plaintiff’s liability expert was

Dr. Joel Engel, a retired Ob-Gyn from

Atlanta, GA. Engel concluded this

injury could only occur if there was

excessive and inappropriate traction

applied during the delivery. [Brown

impeached him with testimony that

he had previously testified in another

case that 80% of these kinds of injuries

are a result of the process of labor and

not malpractice.

    The plaintiffs also called their

treating neurosurgeon (Dr. Mason

Shiflett) who performed the repair

surgery. The case was also buttressed

by testimony from both of the infant’s

grandmothers who were present in

delivery room and indicated their was

no McRobert’s maneuver and Brown

accomplished the delivery by

grabbing the fetal head and pulling it

straight down toward the floor.

    Brown testified that he utilized

appropriate maneuvers to deliver the
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    The damage to the Jones vehicle

Auto Negligence - The plaintiff

complained of neck pain and

treated with a chiropractor after a

right-of-way crash – a Pascagoula

jury awarded the plaintiff $35,000

which was approximately five times

the incurred medical bills

Miller v. Williams, 19-20202

Plaintiff: Douglas L. Tynes, Jr. and 

Courtney P. Wilson, Tynes Law Firm,

Pascagoula

Defense: Trace D. McRaney, Dukes 

Dukes Keating & Faneca, Gulfport

Verdict: $35,000 for plaintiff

Court: Jackson

Judge:  Mark Watts

Date: 11-2-22

    Kevin Miller was a passenger in a

Ford Explorer on 2-12-16 that

traveled in Pascagoula on Telephone

Road. Suddenly Avery Williams

turned left in front of the Miller

vehicle. A moderate collision

occurred. Williams’ fault was not in

dispute.

    Miller has since treated for

ongoing neck pain. That included

chiropractic care and a course of

physical therapy. Miller incurred

medical bills of $7,501 including with

a Gulf Coast chiropractor, Munson

Hinman.

    In this lawsuit Miller sought

damages from Williams. Williams

defended the case and minimized the

claimed injury.

    The jury in this case considered

damages only. It awarded Miller

$35,000. The verdict itself is not a

part of the court record but this is

gleaned from the court’s consistent

judgment.

Case Documents:

Final Judgment

Auto Negligence - The plaintiff

complained of soft-tissue symptoms

after a minor rear-ender in a

parking lot – while the plaintiff

prevailed at trial she took just $125,

which represented her initial

medical treatment

Jones v. Do, 20-1265

Plaintiff: Brandon S. Leslie, Reaves 

Law Firm, Memphis, TN

Defense: Nicholas J. Owens, Jr., 

Owens Law Firm, Memphis, TN

Verdict: $125 for plaintiff

Court: DeSoto

Judge:  Allen B. Couch

Date: 11-15-22

    This case involved a minor

parking lot crash in Olive Branch.

The plaintiff, Anterricka Jones (age

21) was in a vehicle that had stopped

to pick up another passenger.

Suddenly the defendant (Huu Viet

Do) rear-ended the Jones vehicle.

The collision resulted in minor to

moderate damage.

    Jones treated three days later at a

medical clinic for soft-tissue

symptoms. Thereafter Jones

underwent a course of physical

therapy for headaches and neck pain.

Her medical bills were $4,030.

    In this lawsuit Jones sought

damages from Do. Do defended the

case and minimized the claimed

injury – that included noting the

wreck was minor and there was no

injury at the scene.

    The jury’s verdict was for Jones.

She took a general award of $125.

That sum was equal to initial visit to a

medical clinic. The court entered a

consistent judgment against Do.

Case Documents:

Complaint

Jury Verdict

http://juryverdicts.net/MillerKevFinalJo.pdf
http://juryverdicts.net/JonesAnteCom.pdf
http://juryverdicts.net/JonesAnteJV.pdf
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