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Medical Negligence - Plaintiff

sustained an esophageal perforation

when her gastroenterologist

removed a guide wire at the

conclusion of an outpatient

procedure; the perforation led to an

arduous recovery process, and

plaintiff blamed it all on her

gastroenterologist’s technique in

removing the guide wire 

Guthrie v. Landy, et al., 19-903359

Plaintiff:  Karen M. Salter and

Carmen S. Ferguson, Salter Ferguson,

LLC., Birmingham; Nathan C.

VanDerVeer and Justin C. Owen,

Bodewell Law, Birmingham; and

Joseph R. Johnson, Searcy Denney

Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, P.A., West

Palm Beach, FL

Defense:   Joseph L. Reese, Jr. and J.

Brad Prosch, Starnes Davis Florie,

LLP., Birmingham

Verdict:    Defense verdict

Circuit:     Jefferson, 9-20-22

    In July of 2017, Juanita Guthrie

was having difficulty swallowing. 

On 7-23-17 Guthrie experienced a

coughing spell after eating chicken. 

Two days later, on 7-25-17, Guthrie

presented to an emergency clinic for

an evaluation of her condition.

    The medical staff at the clinic

recommended that Guthrie undergo

an endoscopic examination at the

Alabama Digestive Health

Endoscopy Center in Birmingham. 

She went to the center the following

day and underwent an outpatient

endoscopy at the hands of a

gastroenterologist Dr. David Landy.

    With the assistance of several

nurses, Dr. Landy performed a

procedure called an EGD with

dilation.  As part of that procedure

Dr. Landy made use of a Savary-

Gilliard Dilator.  The insertion of

these devices involves the use of a

guide wire.

    At the conclusion of the procedure

Dr. Landy attempted to remove the

guide wire, but he met with

resistance.  Using the endoscope he

was able to determine that the guide

wire had become bent back upon

itself.  

    Guthrie would later claim that Dr.

Landy forcefully removed the guide

wire despite knowing it had become

bent.  During the removal process,

Guthrie sustained a perforation of

her esophagus.  As a result of this

she displayed immediate signs of

respiratory distress.

    One of the nurses intubated

Guthrie.  Additionally, Guthrie had

bilateral pneumothorax and required

two chest tubes.  She was

transported by ambulance to the ER

at Brookwood Medical Center where

she was admitted to intensive care

and placed on a ventilator.

    Guthrie survived the ordeal and

was discharged from the hospital a

month later.  However, she showed

signs of having sustained an hypoxic

event.  The record does not reveal

the amount of Guthrie’s medical

expenses, but they are believed to

have been substantial.

    Guthrie filed suit against a large

number of the personnel and

corporate entities involved in her

care.  Most of them were ultimately

dismissed from the case.  By the time

of trial the only two remaining

defendants were Dr. Landy and his

employer, Birmingham

Gastroenterology Associates, P.C.

    Guthrie was critical of Dr. Landy’s

forceful removal of the guide wire

despite being aware it had become


